SECRET   HISTORY

" "W IT TE are the people of England who
\/\/ never have spoken yet/' is the
T T refrain of one of Mr. Chesterton's
old songs, and the thesis of his Short History
of England (published by Chatto and Windus),
which may be destined to be the most useful
of his many useful books. Mr. Chesterton
does not pretend to be a scholar, and he would
probably not be surprised if he were told that
there were numbers of inaccuracies in his book
and numbers of important qualifications out
of it. He will go a little too far sometimes
for an antithesis, a joke, or a climax ; and at
some places in his history the learned may say,
" This is all wrong/5 But what matters is
that the general motive and arguments are all
right. Mr. Chesterton has a knowledge of
human nature, a love of his countrymen, a
belief in democracy, and, in spite of his strong
opinions, a regard for truth. These are not
always among the virtues of historians, and
historians frequently lack the convictions that
men are not born on the earth for nothing
(that is, that life is worth living) and that the
test of a civilisation is the sort of life that the
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